EXPOSING US MILITARISM'S
CLIMATE DAMAGE

* its vast and largely unreported
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

* its role in providing military protection for
oil corporations

* its squandering of trillions needed for
addressing climate and people’s needs

* its promotion of war—a human, climate
and environmental disaster

COALITION-BUILDING

In 2021, CCMP gathered hundreds of endorse-
ments from organizations and prominent
individuals worldwide urging Climate Envoy
John Kerry to address the military's role in the
climate crisis. One CCMP member attended
COP26 in Glasgow; another went to COP27 in
Egypt and attended COP28 virtually, working
with other attendant groups on climate and
militarism issues.

CCMP heads up coalitions of climate groups
on the NO MAS! (NO Military Air Shows) cam-
paign, increasingly with 350.org. We work with
local organizations and municipalities on
“Move the Money” resolutions telling Congress
to move money away from militarism. We are
engaged with unions and labor groups in the
Veterans and Labor for Sensible Priorities
campaign for labor endorsement of People
Over Pentagon (POP)—see below.

People of the Global South suffer most from

our Climate Crisis and contribute to it the least.

Island nations are already heavily impacted by

rising sea levels; refugees in record numbers are
fleeing both climate catastrophes and war.

LEGISLATIVE WORK

CCMP supports the People Over Pentagon (POP)
bill (H.R. 1134) calling for a $100 billion decrease
in the Pentagon budget.

VIA THE CCMP WEBSITE, URGE YOUR MEMBER
OF CONGRESS TO CO-SPONSOR H.R 1134.

REPORTING & REDUCING MILITARY
GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG) EMISSIONS

The climate movement's reluctance to focus on
military emissions stems both from the general
U.S. difficulty in challenging militarism and from
the lack of reporting of military emissions -
bowing to U.S. pressure, the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol stipulated that most military emissions
would not count toward any country’s national
totals. The U.S. military is globally the largest
institutional source of GHG, emitting more than
the militaries of the next 10 countries
combined. The Department of Defense (DoD)
has only reported its emissions to Congress
once, in 2021. Following executive orders from
Biden, in 2022 DoD issued GHG emission
reduction goals, but with neither concrete plans
nor Congressional funding to implement them.
To see the plans and reports, visit Tracking
Federal Climate Efforts on the CCMP website.

U.S. vs. World Military Spending, 2023
Global Total: $2.443 Trillion
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RACISM &
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

The environmental justice and climate justice
movements have increasingly organized in
frontline communities, opposing the climate
and environmental damage from fossil fuel
and other corporations that have heavily
affected Black, Indigenous and people of
color, poor and working-class people. We
focus our public education efforts (140+
presentations to date) and activism on
environmental and climate damage due to
war, to 750 overseas U.S. military bases, and
to stateside military bases with their toxic
legacies.

REDUCING THE U.S. MILITARY
BUDGET & REDIRECTING FUNDS

In the United States, militarism is considered
indispensable, unchangeable, benign, and/or
invisible. Money for the military and wars, over
$21 trillion since 2001, appears to come from
some magical source and without the limita-
tions applied to social program funds. Results?
Not one U.S. war or intervention in the last 75
years has helped create a stable democracy.
Meanwhile, the Pentagon has failed all six of
its audits. Money going to fund U.S. global
militarism should be re-directed to support
displaced workers, fund public health,

end poverty, transition to

renewables, and pro-
mote ecological
preservation and
restoration.

WOVE THE MONEy




DE-MILITARIZING
U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

Military buildups, war exercises, and wars
emit great quantities of GHGs and squander
money; they also destroy the basis for coope-
ration among nations needed to address our
major threat, the climate crisis. For example,
the Russian invasion of Ukraine is prompting a
new arms race. The wars in Gaza and Ukraine
not only inflict suffering on their populations
but also deplete global humanitarian funds,
while risking nuclear annihilation. The U.S.
must negotiate with “allies” and “foes” alike to
prevent or stop conflicts; there is no negotia-
ting with Mother Nature.

OPPOSING MILITARY GREENWASHING

There are no “green” wars. To significantly
reduce its emissions, the U.S. military must
shrink. At present size, achieving carbon neut-
rality for the entire US military is extremely
unlikely. Although DoD claims it will be “net
zero” by 2050, only miniscule funds are alloca-
ted beyond small pilot programs for bio-aviati-
on fuels and charging stations for non-tactical
vehicles.

OUR GOALS

CCMP strives to bring climate awareness to
VFP members and chapters, and to bring the
issues of militarism to the forefront of the
climate movement. Our work supports VFP’s
foundational goal of abolishing war as an
instrument of national policy.

Explore the intersection of climate crisis
and militarism at the CCMP website:

Use your phone to scan the QR code, or visit
www.veteransforpeace.org/ccmp

GET IN TOUCH!
Contact us at climate@veteransforpeace.org

Follow VFP on Social Media

’@VFPNational f @VeteransForPeace

CLIMATE

CRISIS &
US MILITARISM

%CLIMATE CRISIS AND
—MILITARISM PROJECT
(CCMP) of Veterans For Peace (VFP)
is part of the worldwide movement
to mitigate the climate crisis and
promote peace and justice—

climate, racial, and economic.

As educators and activists, we

focus on U.S. militarism'’s
LA

damage to the climate.
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